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PLANET OF THE 
APES (TERROR ON 
THE) 

#1-4 $2.50ea 


PLANET OF THE 
APES: URCHAK'S 
FOLLY 

#1-4 $2.50ea 


PLANET-X 
#1 $2.50 


POLLY AND HER 
» PALS 
#1-5 $2.95¢a 


POWER (THE) 
#1-2 $2.25ea, #3-4 
$2.50ea 


PRIVATE EYES: 
THE SAINT 
#1-3 $1.95ea 
#4 $2.95, #5 
$3.50, #6 $3.95 


PUBLIC ENEMIES 
#1, 2 $3.95ea 


RE-ANIMATOR: 


DAWN OF THE RE- 
ANIMATOR 
#1 $2.50 


RETIEF 
#1,2, 46 $2.25ea 


RETIEF: 
DIPPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY 
#1-2 $2.50ea 


RETIEF: GARBAGE 
INVASION 
#1 $2.50 


RETIEF: GIANT 
KILLER 
#1 $2.50 


RETIEF: GRIME 
AND PUNISH- 
MENT 

#1 $2.50 


RETIEF AND THE 
WARLORDS 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


RIO KID 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


ROBIN HOOD 
#2-4 $2.25¢ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS 
#1(1st print) 
$3.50 #1(2nd 
print), #2, #2 (2nd 
print),45, 815 
$1.95ea, Wedding 
Special #1 $1.95 
Book II #1 $2.25, 
#2 $2.75, #3-11 
$2.25ea, #12 
$2.50, Handbook 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS— 


Cyberpirates 
#1-4 $2.25¢ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS— 
Malcontent 
Uprisings 
#1-4, #6-11 
$1.95ea 


ROCKET RANGER 
#2 $2.95 


SAMURAI 
#1-6 $1.95ea 


SANTA CLAWS 
#1 $2.95 


SCARLET IN 
GASLIGHT 
#4 $1.95 


SCUM OF THE 
EARTH 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


SEDUCTION 
#1 $2.50 


SHATTERED 
EARTH 
1-9 $1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 
#2-10,13, 15 
$1.95ea, 17, 20, 
22, 23 $2.50ea 
Casebooks #1-2 
$1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 

Case of Blind Fear 
#1-4 $1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 
Missing Martian 
#1, 3, 4$2.25ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES OF THE 
"30s 

#1-7 $2.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
JUNIOR 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


SHURIKEN NEW 
SERIES 
#1-6 $2.50¢a 


SHURIKEN: COLD 
STEEL 

#1 95¢ 

#3-4, 6 $1.95ea 


SHURIKEN: TEAM- 
UP 
#1 $1.95 


SILVER STORM 
#1, 3, 4$2.25ea 


SINBAD 
#1-3 $2.25ea, Book 
ll #1-4 $2.50ea 


SOLO EX- 
MUTANTS 
#5, 6 $2.95ea 


SOUTHERN 
SQUADRON 
#1-4 $2.25ea 
BOOK II #1-3 
$2.50ea 


SPICY TALES 

#1, 2, 7 $1.95ea, 
10, 11, 14 $2.25ea, 
16-17 $2.50ea, 
18-20 $2.95ea 


STRANGE 
WORLDS 
#1 $3.75 


STREET HEROES 
#1 $1.95 


TEAM NIPPON 
#1-7 $1.95ea 


TERROR TALES 
#1 $2.50 


THREE 
MUSKETEERS 
#1-2 $1.95ea 


TIGER-X 
Original series 
#1, 3 $1.95ea 
Special #1 (1st 
print) $2.25 
Special #1 (2nd 
print) $2.25 
Book II #1-4 
$1.95ea 


TIME MACHINE 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


TOM CORBETT 
Book One 

#1-4 $2.25¢ea 
Book Two 
#1-4 $2.25ea 


TOM CORBETT 
The Original 
Space Cadet 
#1-5 $2.25ea 


TORG 
#1 $2.50 


TORMENT 
#1 $2.95 ea 


TORRID 
AFFAIRS 
#1-2 $2.25ea 
#3-5 (60 pp) 
$2.95ea 


TOUGH GUYS & 
WILD WOMEN 
#2 $2.50 


TROUBLE 

WITH GIRLS 
Volume 1: 11-14 
$1.95ea, Annual #1 
$4.50, V2 #5, 7-9, 
11, 12, 16, 18, 22 
$1.95ea, X-Mas 
Special #1 $2.95 


TROUBLE WITH 
GIRLS: CLASSIC 
GIRLS 

#2-4 $2.50 


TROUBLE WITH 
GIRLS: LESTER 
GIRLS 

#1-3 $2.50ea 


TWILIGHT 
AVENGER 

#1,3, 5-6 $1.95ea, 
7-8 $2.25ea 


TWO THOUSAND 
MANIACS 
#1-3 $2.50ea 
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VAMPYRES $1.95ea 
#1, 3-4 $2.25ea 

WARLOCKS 
VERDICT #1 $2.25 
#1-4 $1.00ea #2-10,12 $1.95ea 
VICTIMS WAR OF THE 
#1-5 $1.95ea WORLDS 

#1-3, 5, 6 $1.95ea 
VIDEO 
CLASSICS WEREWOLF AT 
Mighty Mouse! LARGE 
#1-2 (60pp) #2, 3 $2.25ea 
$3.50ea 

WILD KNIGHTS 
WALKING DEAD #2, 4-10 $1.95 ea 
#1-2 $2.25ea 
Zombie Special #1 's 
$2.25 
WARLOCK 5 
#1622 $1.95ea 
Book II #1,3-7 nett 


Minimum Order: $10. 
Shipping = 4th Class $2.00 
+ 20¢ per comic/1st Class 
$2.00 + 35¢ per comic/ 
Canada & Mexico $3.00 + 
30¢ per comic/Interna- 
tional surface $4.00 + 45¢ 
per comic/International 
airmail $6.00 + 45¢ per 
comic. Please state shipping 
method desired with order. 
VISA/MASTERCARD, money 
orders and checks only. 
Please do not send cash. 
Prices subject to change. 
Catalog included with every 
order. If you would like a 
complete catalog before 
ordering please write to us. 
We have many more comics 
and also an entire selection 
of graphic novels available. 
Send orders and make 
checks payable to: 
MALIBU GRAPHICS 
PUBLISHING GROUP 5321 
Sterling Center Dr., 
Westlake Village, CA 
91361-4613. Call or FAX in 
your order to: Phone (818) 
889-9800 FAX (818) 889- 
6800. Write to us if you'd 
like a catalog of our adult 
comics and state your age. 
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PART SIX: HORROR COMICS 
"The world of the comic book is 
the world of the strong, the 
ruthless, the bluffer, the shrewd 
deceiver, the torturer and the 
thief. All the emphasis is on 
exploits where somebody takes 
advantage of somebody else, 
violently, sexually or 
threateningly...Force and violence 
in any conceivable form are 
romanticized...Trust, loyalty, 
confidence, solidarity, sympathy, 
charity, compassion are 

ridiculed. Hostility and hate set 
the pace of almost every story...In 
comic books, life is worth nothing; 
there is no dignity of a human 
being," wrote Fredric Wertham in 
his now infamous book Seduction 
Of The Innocent (1954). 

Dr. Wertham was the former 
director of the mental hygiene 
clinics at Bellevue and Queens 
hospitals in New York and as early 
as 1947 in the May 29th issue of 
the Saturday Review of Books 
wrote passionately about the 
harmful influence of comic books 
on children. Worried parents who 
were upset by teenagers 
challenging adult authority, 
especially with the new music 
known as rock and roll, were 
eager to find a villain they could 
physically fight. Comic books 
became that villain. 

When comic book sales 
began to slump in 1947, comic 
book publishers experimented by 
doing titles that had been popular 
in the pulps such as westerns, 
romance, science fiction and 
horror stories. Pulp magazines 
with titles like Horror Stories, 
Weird Tales and Terror Tales 
would set the standard for some 
comic book publishers. 

In that same year, William 
Gaines inherited an ailing comic 
book company from his father, 
Max, who had been one of the 
founders of the modern comic 
book. With nothing to lose, he 
began experimenting so that in 
early 1950, Entertaining Comics 
(E.C.) introduced a "New Trend" 
series of comic magazines which 
included the horror comic book 
titles Crypt Of Terror, Vault Of 
Horror and Haunt Of Fear. 

Each book featured four short 
stories introduced by a host like 
the CryptKeeper, the Vault 
Keeper and the Old Witch. 
(Gaines had probably been 
influenced by mystery radio 
shows like Inner Sanctum with its 


scary host, Raymond.) The stories 
had long, wordy, mood inducing 
captions, exceptional artwork and 
twist (and sometimes double 
twist) endings. The stories 
captured the hidden horror of the 
time and effectively translated it in 
all its gory glory to the printed 
page. 

The E.C. comics blended 
humor with horror and tapped a 
nerve in young people that made 
them an immediate commercial 
success. That success didn't go 
unnoticed by other publishers 
who quickly tried to imitate E.C.'s 
good fortune but without its skill 
and tact. By 1952, of the 500 
comic book titles on the stands, 
150 were devoted to horror. 
Tomb Of Terror, Chamber Of 
Chills, Horror From The Tomb, 
Journey Into Fear and more 
flooded the newsstands, pushing 
aside the costumed heroes. 

At the same time, publisher 
Lev Gleason was having similar 
success with a line of "crime" 
comic books with titles like Crime 
Does Not Pay and Crime And 
Punishment. Charles Biro was 
responsible for these popular 
books which supposedly "for the 
first time, (revealed) how real 
criminals lived, stole, killed and 
then-." The stories were filled with 
sex and violence and the bad guys 
had a lot of fun until the very end 
of the story when they usually met 
a very brutal end. 

Just as with E.C.'s horror 
comics, publishers were quick to 
jump on the bandwagon and 
turned out imitations like All True 
Crime Cases, Gang Busters, Crime 
Must Pay The Penalty and 
Authentic Police Cases. Even the 
chief of the FBI, J. Edgar Hoover 
spoke out against them in a report 
to the Senate in 1950 when he 
stated that "Crime books, comics 
and other stories packed with 
criminal activity and presented in 
such a way as to glorify crime and 
the criminal may be dangerous, 
particularly in the hands of an 


unstable child." 

If a brief glimpse at this four 
color chamber of horrors didn't 
send a chill down a concerned 
parent's spine, then reading the 
editorials and articles in the 
newspapers were enough to drive 
a final nail through the comic 
book coffin. A 1954 newspaper 
editorial complained about this 
"literary offal we have been 
permitting...(comic book) 
publishers to pour into the minds 
of our children-for profit!" 

The best known and most 
influential weapon in the attack 
on horror comic books was Dr. 
Wertham's book. It not only was 
the spark for the American 
campaign against all comic books 
but also served as the primer for a 
similar British campaign as well. It 
was Wertham's contention that 
horror and crime comic books 
were seducing young people into 
becoming morally confused 
delinquents. He backed up these 
charges with personal anecdotes 
from his work in New York 
hospitals. 

An editorial in the Journal Of 
The American Medical Association 
(dated January 8, 1955) stated 
that "There is always the danger 
that the public, goaded by one- 
sided enthusiasts, will seek an 
easy but superficial and hence 
fruitless answer to the problem (of 
juvenile delinquency) in the 
banning of certain types of 
television programs or 'comic' 
books. Harmful as these might be, 
they are far more likely to 
produce in the average child 
nightmares and heightened 
anxiety than they are to lead to 
crime, and the problems of where 
to draw the line in censorship are 
almost insurmountable." 

Edwin J. Lucas, director of the 
Society For The Prevention Of 
Crime stated in 1949 that "the 
efforts to link (comic books and 
juvenile delinquency) are an 
extension of the archaic impulse 
by which, through the ages, 
witchcraft, evil spirits and other 
superstitious beliefs have in turn 
been blamed for anti-social 
behavior." 

Americans didn't listen and 
the history of comic books almost 
ended. 


Jim Korkis is a comics historian and 
author of several books on 
animation and cartoons. 
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